MY TESTIMONY

“Words taught by the Spirit” (1Cor.2:13)
An Email Ministry for the Glory of God

“Commit your way to the LORD, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass”
(Ps.37:5).

INTRODUCTION - MY CONVERSION TO CHRIST

My Christian testimony: duty and privilege

| thank God for granting me the opportunity and the privilege of giving my Christian
testimony and glorying, in utmost humility, in what GOD, in his eternal love, has willed to do
for me, in me and through me.

Origin and family situation

| come from a Christian Greek Orthodox family. My parents raised us with moral principles.
Both of them had never, however, made a “personal acquaintance” with Christ and with His
saving grace. This is the reason why they tried to transmit us their moral principles and
certain Christian traditional manners and customs.

After more or less seventeen years of married life, their marriage broke, they divorced
and got remarried. Despite their divorce and their new respective partners, we their children,
three boys and a girl, remained for both of them the object of their love and care. Their
separation has left deep and indelible bruises in us. Similarly, the periods of the Greek-Italian
war, followed by the harsh German occupation and then by the civil war have left profound
and indelible bruises in my soul of a child and young adolescent.

My father’s conversion

Some vyears after they divorced, my father came to know the Lord. The first thing he did was

to try to bring us, his children, to Christ. He used to invite us to the Free Evangelical Church.

My soul was challenged and charmed by God’s truth and I was finally converted to Christ.
Now, I would like to relate, in broad outline, how I was converted to Christ and speak

about the main landmarks of my spiritual walk, without, however, following a

chronological order.
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The man that God used for my conversion

At the time when my father used to invite us to the Free Evangelical Church of Athens, the
man who preached was called Constantine Metallinos, Dr. of Mathematics and Director of the
Ministry of Finance.

He was a genuine man of God. God used him during the fifty years of his spiritual
ministry for the conversion of hundreds of people and for planting, in cooperation with his
precious collaborators, many other Churches all over Greece. The simple and clear way he
preached aroused in me the keen desire to read the Bible. As | was reading it, | realized that,
though | thought I was a Christian, | was not simply an unbeliever but also an atheist!

This finding triggered in me a whole series of questions: “If what the Bible says about
salvation and eternal damnation is true, then where are you, John, and what is going to
happen to you after death? You call yourself a Christian, but you are not a true Christian,
because you do not believe in what the Bible says. In addition, your life, though relatively
ethical, according to the human standards of that epoch (because those norms have been
changed a lot), has nothing to do with the true Christianity. Why then, don’t you take the
necessary steps to have the word “Christian” deleted from your identity card? You must, you
must, you must, at least, try to find out what is true and what is false. It is very important; do
not postpone the moment to find out the truth and take a stand.”

Arduous research

Desiring to be sincere with myself and at the same time wanting to find out the truth, | began
to read carefully the Bible and at the same time some books against Christianity and other
apologetic books against the positions of those who deny Jesus as the Messiah. An arduous
investigation started and lasted more than six months. That research was so intense that I
began to neglect my university studies, in the Agricultural Faculty of the University of
Thessalonica, to the point of risking losing one year of studies!

FIRST LANDMARK: Faith in heart and confession with the mouth

The Messianic prophecies resolve my problem

As | was reading the Bible, | was stunned by the numerous references to the prophecies which
were accomplished in Christ’s life and in the life of the people of Isracl. What led me to faith
and salvation was the Messianic prophecies! My faith was finally based on them: Men of
God, some of them kings, others priests, others shepherds etc., having lived at different places
and different centuries, moved by the Holy Spirit, prophesied during a period of one thousand
years about the life and ministry of Jesus Christ with amazing details, concerning His
miraculous birth, the place of His birth, his life, His words, His works and miracles, His
crucifixion, His burial, His resurrection, His ascension etc. Those prophecies were
accomplished both in Christ’s life as well as in the life and walk of the people of Israel
through the centuries!!! The apostle Peter exhorted believers to take heed to the word of
prophecy: “For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known to
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his
majesty. For he received from God the Father honor and glory, when there came such a
voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased. And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in
the holy mount. We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto you do well
that you take heed, as to a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the
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day star arise in your hearts” (2Pet.1:16-19). Pascal called the prophecies as the permanent
miracles of God!

My main difficulty was focused on accepting the authenticity of the Bible from the
historic point of view and the resurrection of Christ because it is written: “And if Christ be
not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.” [...] “And if Christ be
not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins” (1Cor.15:14, 17). When | was finally
persuaded of the historic_authenticity of the Bible, based on historic proofs, and the
resurrection of Jesus, my soul was seized by admiration, awe, and fear and trembling! The
historical proofs, coupled with the sincerity of a man of good will, helped me to seize the
object of faith, which is Jesus Himself. My researches were transformed in certainties... |
realized that it took more “faith”... to be a silly unbeliever and an atheist than to be a serious
believer. Then, I fell on my knees and asked God for the forgiveness of my sins and for the
salvation of my soul. That event took place beginning November 1952.

Sometime later, | gave my testimony at a Church in Thessalonica, where | was
continuing my university studies. | did it spontaneously being pushed by the desire to
proclaim what God had done in my life and especially what was the inward change that had
taken place in me. God, without my knowing, had led my soul to salvation through the
most Biblical ways: Through the prophecies, the faith in the miracles of the birth and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, the faith in the forgiving and purifying power of the blood of
Jesus Christ and as well as through my confession of faith before God and men. Since then, |
know that | am just a sinner saved by the precious blood of Jesus Christ shed for me on the
cross of Calvary, but a sinner who hates and avoids all sin and who is also a child of God by
adoption. From now on and in the future, heir of God and co-heir of Christ, by God’s mercy
and grace! “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it does not yet appear what we
shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see
him as he is” (1John 3:2). Alleluia!

The assurance of my salvation entered my heart and the proof of my conversion and
salvation followed. My life, my whole life was changed. Darkness was replaced by light; sin
went out, pure life came in. The Bible verses, Romans 10:9, 10 had been completely realized:
“That if you shall confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus, and shall believe in your
heart that God has raised him from the dead, you shall be saved. For with the heart man
believes to righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made to salvation...” Since
then He is my Savior and the LORD of my life!

Intellectual armor and its efficiency

The fact that | had begun my spiritual life from zero and from atheism and the fact that in
order to believe | had made a diligent research for answering all my questions and beliefs, had
armed me with powerful intellectual, apologetic ammunitions. | could, therefore, help others
in the same way | was helped to find the way to salvation. A few days after my conversion,
my best friend was converted to Christ through my witnessing. It must, however, be
emphasized that his conversion would never have taken place if my friend did not love
the truth and if the Holy Spirit had not worked in our hearts!

| open exceptionally a relatively detailed parenthesis concerning the conversion of my
friend. I open it because of its importance and because it triggered my evangelistic work that
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followed: When he saw the radical change in my life and of my beliefs, he started to make fun
of me and call me “crazy”!

One day, | asked him in a serious manner the question: “Do you believe that | am an
idiot or that I am ‘crazy’?” He replied: “No, on the contrary! But how can an intelligent and
reasonable man believe such things?” Then, | had the opportunity to explain to him how I
became “crazy”!

My friend became serious... After a few days we met and he said to me: “From the
day that you spoke to me about your experience, | cannot have the peace of mind and | keep
thinking of you and your experience with God. Every time | am with my girlfriend, | speak to

her of your change! The problem is that she is also perplexed...”.

This confession on the part of my friend put such a burden on my heart that I could not
take care of my studies! One afternoon I did not go to class, but | went to the sea to the wharf
in the port of Thessaloniki, where sometimes the passengers disembarked (stairs), in order for
me to concentrate and pray for him. My soul was in state of... ‘agony’... At a certain moment
a thought flashed in my spirit: “Does God want them to be saved? Do they want to be saved?
You, do you want them to be saved?” My response was: “Of course”! “Well, then it is
finished!” My soul was no longer in agony! One or two hours after this agonizing state, as it
was too late to go to the university, | headed to the church for the Wednesday evening
meeting. To my amazement, | saw the young couple in the Church yard! Both exclaimed with
joy: “We have accepted Jesus Christ in our lives ”. From my eyes flowed continuously tears
of joy!!!

Since then, they are a Christian couple, faithful and well founded in the faith! The
Lord has rendered them pillars in their church! Also, since then, | have been so encouraged
that | began to evangelize any person that | knew or I did not know!!!

SECOND LANDMARK: A new spiritual level

Forgiven, happy and in peace! A spiritual thirst

Thirteen months had gone by this way in the new life in Christ. My life was changed. God
had taken from me the heavy burden of sin and guilt and had put on me the light burden to
remember that my sin and guilt were “forgotten”, thanks to Christ’s sacrifice. | had the
impression that | was not walking but 1 had wings and was flying. Salvation was my new
song. God’s saving grace was my permanent testimony. It was almost impossible for someone
to stay with me for a few minutes without being evangelized... | was very happy. My only
desire was to make other people happy through God’s mercy and His saving grace!

Despite my spiritual progress inwardly, which was manifested in my everyday life
outwardly, there was a kind of sorrow in my heart... I felt that I was still weak, not being
always able to resist temptations and my weaknesses, that | had not enough spiritual power
and capability to understand easily God’s Word, discern His will and to serve Him efficiently.
| was not always able to do what | wanted. | often did silly things because of my exceeding
zeal and lack of wisdom! | was, therefore, thirsty for spiritual power, for maturity and for
spiritual fruitfulness.

Sometimes, | confided my blunders and my spiritual thirst to some believers, elders in
the faith. Neither the efforts of other Christians to comfort me by telling me “but it’s
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normal”, or “we are feeble and fragile human beings”, or “we have Jesus who forgives us
our sins”, etc., neither my spiritual progress up in those days, nor the souls that were
converted through my witnessing, among which my mother and my sister, could satisfy and
console my heart. | was convinced, according to the Bible, that there was something more for
me. Now, as I look back, I see that God was preparing me through that “spiritual lack of
satisfaction and thirst” for a higher stage of spiritual life.

An unforgettable victorious defeat

On the 6 of January 1954, | went to the second Evangelical Church of Athens. The pastor
preached on the passage in Genesis 32:24-32, concerning Jacob’s wrestling with the angel of
God, at Peniel, where his name was changed from “Supplanter” to “Prince with God” or
“Strong in God”. What impressed me were Jacob’s words to the angel: “I will not let thee go
except thou bless me” (v.26b). After the service, as | was going out of the Church, | saw on
the little desk of Christian literature a book entitled “ABSOLUTE SURRENDER”, by
Andrew Murray, which | immediately bought. These two things, that is, the morning sermon
and the little book, but above all my thirst for a fuller life in Christ were enough to incite my
soul to do what | did. My spirit and even my tongue were repeating: “I will not let thee go
except thou bless me!”

| went to bed that night, but I could not sleep. At midnight, | got up and began reading
that little book on “ABSOLUTE SURRENDER?”, which I managed to finish by dawn. The
result of what | had heard that morning and read that night was a thorough examination of
myself. My attention was focused on one point: | tried to find out what would be most painful
to me, if the Lord had removed them from my life or imposed them on me. | knew well that if
| accepted to lose what | was afraid of, that would mean, in my case, a destroyed life... a kind
of death for my soul! It was then, for the very first time, that | found out that there was a key
that my soul held in its hands — without being aware in my conscience, | say again, without
being aware in my conscience —, a key that hindered the Lord to bless me any further. What a
dilemma! What an agonizing choice! What a conflict! What a crisis of conscience! My only
reward, if | ever accepted my so-called “destruction”, would be a _conscience in a state of
peace with God, a conscience enjoying God’s approval. When I say “destruction” I am
referring to the terrible consequences that could follow all my life if what | was afraid of
happened! | brought it before the Lord and | LEFT it there in His hands...

Having identified my problem, | gave up everything | had in_order to keep and
cherish a pure heart and a good conscience coupled with a sincere faith towards God! It
was then for the very first time that | understood that the Bible verses Romans 12:1-2 are
intended for believers. | found out that these words are addressed to brothers in Christ! They
read as follows: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is good, and acceptable, and perfect,
will of God.” Another verse of the Bible that the Holy Spirit used to encourage me to take
that step of faith was the following: “His lord said to him, Well done, you good and
faithful servant: you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over
many things: enter you into the joy of your lord (Mat.25:21).

As a sincere Christian, I presented myself —all 1 was and all | had — to Him as a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God. | did my part: | refused to have anything to do with
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whatever might become a hindrance in my spiritual life and offered Him my reasonable

service, that is to say what | owed Him. | understood, first, that God required me to do

what | had already done — otherwise:

e | would be a thief of all that belonged to Him;

e | would not love Him as | ought to love Him; and,

e | was convinced that it would be the “sine qua non” condition for me, if I wanted to
be continually renewed in my inner self and make real progress in my spiritual life.

In reality, without realizing it, | responded positively to the requirement of Jesus Christ

to renounce myself, to take my cross and follow Him... (Luke 14:27; Mat.10:38; 16:24;

Mark 8:34). That day of my consecration was for me the most glorious day of my defeat

that I can never forget!

The spiritual result:

Tired as | was that morning | went to sleep. When | got up late in the morning, | was feeling
very tired, but there was deep-deep in my heart a feeling of peace of a man who had done his
duty! Nothing more than purely and simply his duty! It was about noon, on the 7th of
January of 1954, when | sat down to read my Bible. As | was reading it, | was astonished how
clear and simple were — for the very first time, the very first time after my conversion to
Christ — the words of the Bible! I could understand the Word of God so easily and in depth! |
did not simply understand them, but I ‘felt’ them, in a certain way! Spiritual light and spiritual
understanding flooded my mind. The knowledge and sense of His person, of His love, of His
providence and His will filled my being. Besides and above all that, a deep love for the
truth! I was so happy, | was so glad that | began to jump and sing and shout joyfully... up to
the point | said to God: “If this is going to continue, it will crush me... I cannot stand... this
joy any more, my Holy Father!”

That exuberant and unspeakable joy that lasted for several days has been transformed,
with the passing of the years, into a permanent, deep and holy optimism as well as into a
profound love for the Word of God. The light that was shed in my spirit, coupled with a
daily study of His Word, has been transformed into a source of power and a solemn
seriousness as well as into an ability of using efficiently His Word according to the needs and
circumstances. | know that He gave me a new name which “... no man knows saving he
that receives it” (Rev.2:17b). | was rejoicing and | rejoice at His Word, as one that finds
great spoil (Ps.119:162).

Saving warning: no helm, but security

The following night, that is, on the 8th of January 1954, | had a spiritual dream: | saw that |
was alone in a small sailboat in the middle of the sea. There was a wind, good for sailing,
neither too strong to endanger my life, nor too weak to hinder the boat from advancing.
Suddenly, | asked myself: “But what am I doing? Where am I going?” Anxious, | went to
seize the helm of the little boat, but | saw, to my astonishment, that there was no helm... My
anxiety grew... It was then in the middle of my confusion that | heard a voice, without,
however, being able to say where the voice came from: “Don’t be afraid, let the wind blow
on the sails of your boat. It will lead you to good harbors...”

Then, immediately, | woke up. | understood that it was a solemn message from the
Lord, through a dream, for lifetime, that is, that during all my life there would be no
possibility for me to take the helm of my life and guide it according to my will or
judgment, but that the wind of the Spirit of God would always lead me to good harbors!
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It was a confirmation from the Lord related to the principle of His love, of His providence, of
His Lordship and of His plans of peace for me and not of evil, to give me the expected end,
even without my knowing, but as well as my incapacity to govern my life... A
confirmation that was given to me in a particular and personal way! My incapacity to govern
my life was confirmed to me, as the time went by, by many Bible verses, but mainly by a
verse that I will mention later! When | look back on my past life, I, John, the little old man, (I
am in my 85" year of my life), | cannot but visualize the accomplishment of that prophetic
dream... All 1 was asked to do was to WAIT PATIENTLY, FAITHFULLY AND
SILENTLY for the outcome of God’s doings... No _helm but security! Therefore, nothing
for which I could ever glory and boast!

His mercy spared me from what | was afraid of

God has been exceedingly merciful to me: He did not permit to happen to me the disaster |
was afraid of. On the contrary, He honored me and lifted me in very high posts... without
any pursuit or intervention from my part! Besides that, HE filled my life with successes
and spiritual and material blessings, but... also testings and tribulations I could not imagine!

The verse of my Christian walk
After my conversion to Christ, a verse became the most important of my Christian walk:
“Commit your way to the LORD, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass”.

On the basis of this verse | started the journey of a real spiritual life and it became my
spiritual compass during all my life until this day. This verse tells me in practice: Take your
problem, LEAVE IT in the hands of the Almighty, All-knowing God THAT LOVES YOU; wait
patiently, in peace and in silence for His intervention: He will work for you... on your
behalf... for your good!’

When I am before a dilemma and don’t manage to discern the voice of the Lord in
order to do or bear something! When | am perplexed, unable to see the relation between
God’s wonderful promises and the painful and dangerous events of my life, when I am judged
unjustly and the just indignation against evil pushes me to react in a manner that risks to
dishonor God, when bad people try to harm me or when I feel the ‘breath’ of the Devil that
tries to discourage me, and when | hesitate to take a step, fearing that a false step could create
a disaster, then, I am reminded of this verse and | deliberately entrust my problem or myself,
or both of them to God. | hope in God and | wait patiently and in silence for the intervention
of my Heavenly Father...

I am well aware that I am not telling you anything new! It is a spiritual exercise of
every true believer. The non-believer cannot exercise his faith in God’s words or cannot trust
His character because it is written: “Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trouble is
like a bad tooth and a foot out of joint” (Pr.25:19). The most difficult moments for my soul
are the moments when | can get rid of my problem by giving the solution myself without,
however, having the green light from the Lord! The reason is that, at these moments, my heart
is seized by fears concerning the possible spiritual consequences of my act or even of a word
coming out of my mouth. A false step and the name of the Lord risks to be blasphemed...
“All things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful; all things are lawful for me,
but not all things edify” (1Cor.10:23). Not having confidence in my wisdom and being
afraid of Satan, my deadly and artful enemy, | wait that either God illumines my mind
clearly and shows me what to do or that God acts in my place and on my behalf... | dare not
to choose my trail, even though I can. | tell the Lord: ‘May your will be done and not mine,
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independently if 1 must pass through darkness; it is sufficient that your hand hold me and

guide me.’ This attitude is, actually, my true wisdom, that is: not trust my mind, but to have

confidence in God and to let the results in His hands... Two Bible verses speak clearly about
what | say:

e “But there is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty gives them
understanding” (Job 32:8) (This verse was my very first spiritual enlightenment:
Without His inspiration | have no true understanding!)

e “[...] for whatever is not of faith (conviction) is sin” (Rom.14:23).

In other words, | told Him: willing or unwilling, bring me to your will!

IS THIS A PASSIVE BEHAVIOR? No, not at all! It is God’s fear in my heart, the faith in
His words and my confidence in His character IN_ ACTION! Nevertheless, when | am
convinced that it is the Lord who calls me to say or to do something, then the doubts and the
fear disappear and | become strong, very strong: “... the righteous are bold as a lion”
(Pr.28:1). When the certainty enters into my heart, then I become patient, calm, firm and
energetic. It is a sin to act without having the ‘sreen lisht’ from the Lord, from His
written Word. | repeat: Paul said to the Romans: “... whatever is not from faith (from
conviction) is sin” (Rom.14:23).

In general, when God’s Word says: “Commit your works to the LORD, and your
thoughts will be established” (Pr.16:3), it does not mean that men should be inactive and
lazy, doing nothing and leaving all to be done by the Lord. No, they must be assiduous and
hard-working, they must look for God’s guidance and must ask for strength and for help to do
their duty, persist and depend on Him for success. Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with
your might... (Eccl.9:10). In other words: Do your part with His guidance and God will do
what He has promised: Everything that will be for your good but also for His glory. The
Lord will do for us what we cannot do... The man, who waits patiently to receive from
God’s hand what He would judge good to ‘send’ him, whether prosperity or adversity, has
already won the spiritual battle and has given to God the honor that belongs to Him. It is an
act of humility that drives man to obedience and to reward from on High. Man must
commit, by fervent prayer, his problems to God’s good will and must wait for a blessed
outcome from His path. “How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How great
is the sum of them!” (Ps.139:17).

As for me, have | always been successful? No! It is, nevertheless, my conviction, my
decision to entrust my problem to the Lord and leave Him act... The LORD will perfect
that which concerns me (Ps.138:8). If | seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness He will take care of everything concerning me (Mat.6:33)! | have no
confidence in me. | depend on Him. I prefer that the Lord chose for me the manner and the
time... When the Lord gives me ‘the green light’, then I begin to collaborate with him actively
following the instructions of the Holy Spirit! In other words: When | see clearly in the Bible
what | must do, I act immediately, walking, however, with circumspection in my steps,
“Because to every purpose there is time and judgment... (and way - GR)”, much more
because I know that ‘My times are in His hands’ (Ps.31:15a et Eccl.8:6).

These last words are absolutely true! It is not enough to know what to do, but we need
to know how to do it... In the epistle of James it is written: “Therefore to him that knows to
do good, and does it not, to him it is sin” (Jas.4:17). Even in this word, there is the “what”
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and the “how”! Therefore, one must be praying for all things and act with wisdom! | have
been driving a car for 65 years. Each time that 1 go out in my car | ask the Lord for His
protection. The fact that | have asked for His protection, this does not mean that | can drive
recklessly.

Of course, according to the cases and the circumstances, God’s Spirit reminds me
certain promises or principles of the Bible that illuminate my mind and encourage me. When
the people of Israel came out of the country of Egypt, the Lord told the Israelites: “Yet there
shall be a space between you and it (the ark), about two thousand cubits by measure. Do
not come near it, that you may know the way by which you must go, for you have not
passed this way before” (Jos.3:4). It means that I must follow ‘the ark’ and not to precede it,
not to go before it... It means, in reality, that it is necessary to discern the voice of the Lord
before acting: “Ponder the path of your feet, and let all your ways be established”
(Prov.4:26). Every day, every instant, is a new experience, a new test, a path in which I must
walk, in reality, for the first time... The Bible says: “That You should visit him every
morning, and test him every moment” (Job 7:18). Then, prudence in word and act,
dependence and fear of God! “It is a snare to a man rashly to say, It is hallowed, and after
vows to make inquiry” (Darby) (Pr.20:25). Yes! “The plans of the diligent lead surely to
plenty, but those of everyone who is hasty surely to poverty” (Pr.21:5). Unfortunately, 1
have acted in certain cases hastily and reaped the consequences! | do not, however, lose
courage!

When | want to see the solution immediately and in my way, then the Lord reminds
me something that He taught me when | was still young: “John, if your watch is broken, you
entrust it to the watchmaker. Do you remain at the watchmaker’s to show him what is
necessary to be done? If you bother him with your impatience, he is going to return it to you
and he will show you the door... Why do you permit your arrogant impatience to stop Me
from taking care of your problem? Don’t you trust Me? If yes, let Me act!” In Psalm 106
there is a phrase that has greatly edified me: «... They did not wait for His counsel” (v. 13).
The same spirit is in the verse: “It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait
for the salvation of the LORD” (Lam.3:26).

A very short parenthesis: I have known in my life many people who were much more
prudent than me, but their prudence concerned their own interests and not God’s glory. This
prudence is useful from man’s viewpoint, but it does not contribute to man’s salvation... and
to God’s glory. May the Lord open their eyes and may they learn the fear of the Lord, so that
they become wise and consider their end (De.32:29) and not their material interests.

It is not the only verse that confirms to us the necessity to have the same attitude
towards the Lord. The Bible contains a whole arsenal of exhortations accompanied by
promises. Having believed with all my heart that, Heaven and earth will pass away, but
Jesus’ words will by no means pass away (Mt.24:35; Mrk.13:31 and Lu.21:33) here are
some spiritual principles which come to fortify me:

» if | commit my way to the Lord, He guarantees me that He will sustain me; He shall
never permit the righteous to be moved (Ps.55:22);

» if I commit my works to the LORD, He guarantees me that my thoughts will be
established (Pr.16:3);




» if | am anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, | let my requests be made known to God, He guarantees me His peace
(Php.4:6-7);

> if | seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, He guarantees me that all
the things I am in need of will be added to me (Mt.6:33; 1Pe.5:7);

» if | fear the LORD and obey His voice but happens to walk in darkness and have no
light, He guarantees me that | can trust in and rely on the name of the LORD
(1sa.50:10);

» even if He sends me into captivity, He guarantees me that it will be for my good,
because all His thoughts for me are thoughts of peace and not of evil to give me a
blessed future (Jer.29:11; Da.9:2; Ps.105:17-19);

> if someone wronged me or wanted to destroy me, the Lord guarantees me that it is
He who reigns and that vengeance and retribution belong to Him;

» if I love Him, the Lord guarantees me that He will make all things work together for
good (Rom.8:28)

Then,
Why not commit all to Him and trust Him and let Him act?

The same verse which is at the center of my spiritual walk made me understand
something else very important: The Lord will not act for me, He will not give me what my
heart desires, if 1 do not trust Him, if 1 do not practice the good and if I do not live in
faithfulness. Yes, if 1 do not make God my delight or if my heart is not aligned to His
will! In other words: He will not act in my favor if I do not commit my way and myself
to God!!! Complete surrender! His love is always there so that | can go boldly to the
throne of grace, that I may obtain mercy and find grace, to be helped in time of need
(Heb.4:16).

At the same time, the Lord taught me that God’s acts do not remove my own
responsibilities! God helped me understand that it is not in me to direct my own steps
(Jér.10:23), but it is in me to make my own willful choices on which depend the evolution of
my life! It is not written in vain, “Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring
the issues of life” (Pr.4:23). This verse has become another landmark in_my life.
Everything depends on the willful choices of our heart during all our life! May the Lord
give us the necessary capacity to discern how these two spiritual principles are applied in
our lives! To the measure my spirit consents to God’s will, the Holy Spirit explains to me the
significance of His words, in all its dimensions, and my soul little by little ripens, and guides
me into good harbors...

Accomplishment of Scriptural promises

That event, of the 7th of January 1954 has marked my life: Strength against sin, wisdom and
spiritual understanding, building up of a spiritual character as well as strength in my
witnessing bringing forth fruits of conversions of souls and edification of others. These were
the fruits of God’s gracious visitation to me from that day. I saw in my life the
accomplishment of those verses in 1John 2:20, 27 which say: “But you have an unction
from the Holy One, and you know all things. [...] But the anointing which you have
received of him stays in you, and you need not that any man teach you: but as the same
anointing teaches you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it has taught
you, you shall abide in him », as well as verse 1John 2:14: “[...] because you are strong,
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and the word of God stays in you, and you have overcome the wicked one”. | will never
forget that day of my victorious defeat!

Healing of my body

God also blessed me by healing my body! Since the beginning of my academic studies I
suffered a nervous breakdown because of the exaggeration that | made in studying my
courses! At the same time, | was involved too much in my sporting activities. Yet, I must
humbly confess that the main cause was that | was a too anxious man... | fell in the hands of
doctors because of my foolishness! | had used all kinds of tranquilizers which existed at that
time, but it was in vain. At the end they proposed me to undergo electroshocks, something
that | rejected immediately!

One day, after my conversion to Christ and, if my memory is correct, shortly after the
day of my complete surrender to God, | read during my daily meditation of the Bible the
verses: “Trust in the LORD with all your heart; and lean not to your own
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct your paths. Be
not wise in your own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. It shall be health to
your navel (nerves — GR), and marrow to your bones” (Pr.3:5-8). This word touched my
heart! Health to my nerves? ... To my nerves? Yes! Why not? Knowing well that the Word
of God is absolutely reliable, my soul relied on it and all my being rested. I threw all my
drugs, but in the first place my anxious character, and in a period of three months, my
health was restored! This step of faith has in reality become “health for my nerves”!!!
While | could not read or write more than half an hour, I could now work with my studies
and papers many hours occasionally up to eighteen or twenty hours per day! The Lord knows
that I am telling the truth without exaggeration! (Note: This does not mean that | am against
medicines or medical doctors... It depends on the case).

THIRD LANDMARK: The role my wife played in my spiritual life

An event of utmost importance for my spiritual life and walk was my marriage with Xenia,
who “slept” in the Lord on August 19" , 2013. This is such an important part of my life that it
cannot be developed in a few words. | will, therefore, limit myself in mentioning simply what
follows:

My wife’s piety and spiritual insight — who was in Christ before | was — contributed
greatly to my spiritual progress. Concerning my marriage, the only thing | can say is that it
was not the product of my own choice or hers. God intervened and brought us in contact. We
did not know each other and nobody else intervened for that. In addition, neither she nor |
tried to create sentimental or love relations. Xenia was completely indifferent, even negative
about marriage! As for me, | had taken the decision not to get married if I did not come
across a truly spiritual girl! We did not understand how God intervened. In a non apparent
way He united us! In reality, due to a misunderstanding and the explanations given by both
sides, we simply agreed with joy for our union, based on our reciprocal appreciation. Let me
explain: She wanted to cut off our wonderful spiritual discussions by which she helped me
spiritually (because she was in Christ before me). She wanted to avoid any sort of scandal
because she was absolutely sure, but mistakably, that | was already betrothed to another girl
in Thessalonica...

In fact, | had the first encounter of Xenia in the framework of youth Bible studies. I
had come to Athens to visit our parents, because | was studying in Thessalonica. | was
impressed by Xenia’s interventions, full of wisdom and spiritual discernment, and I wanted to
learn more. Incredible but true! All things were prepared and organized by our Father in
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heaven and were carried out on earth with the presence and assistance of the Holy Spirit, in an
unthinkable and unbelievable manner!

She, at that time, was working as a typist at a lawyer’s office and I was expecting to be
released from the Greek army where | was serving as a reservist officer. | was also expecting
to be recruited by the Ministry of Agriculture as an Agronomist. Four days after | was
released from the army we got married on the 25" of December 1956! A simple celebration,
but worthy of two children of God!

After our marriage, trials, coupled with God’s wonderful promises and blessings that
followed, were but a confirmation and coronation of God’s decision to unite our lives. What
was most extraordinary in our lives was the unity of spirit in pursuing our spiritual goals and
aspirations from the beginning of our life up to the end! In certain cases, we differed from
each other concerning the means and ways to achieve our common targets, but the differences
of opinion contributed either actively or passively to our common and mutual edification and
to our spiritual growth. She loved the purity of heart and the truth with her whole being! She
was so charitable, that | had to put from time to time some limits, in order not to be found in
the need that others do charity toward us!

She was also a woman of prayer! Of prayer without ceasing! Her Christian character
was full of righteousness, of sincerity, of a deep love for piety. She also was extremely
hospitable! Her deep faith in the Word of God had inspired her a profound optimism, which
would never accept to be defeated by the Devil. I mention below certain events which
illustrate this point.

First of all I want to just mention a truly amazing act of her faith, of her courage and
of her prophetic vision! From the first moments of the hostilities in the Six-Day War, she
wrote a letter to Golda Meir, which | immediately handed to the Israeli Embassy in Athens. In
that letter she encouraged Mrs Meir by declaring, on the basis of certain Bible verses, that
Israel would defeat the Arab countries which had attacked the country. Then she sent her a
poem! She received a thank response from Golda Meir! Then she continued to have
occasionally a correspondence with the first two Prime Ministers of the State after her. Her
letters were full of words of encouragement! Since then she wrote and sent poems on Israel...
Here, in Brussels, she continued to have relations with the Israeli Embassy. Her love for Israel
as well as her desire since her young age, led her to write or rather to complete the
eschatological book “The Little Horn and the North” (A Bible Study on the Antichrist and
the Rapture of the Church). This book and her poems for Israel are included in my web page.

In addition to all I have already mentioned | want to add that God had given her a gift
of an author and of a poet which have been revealed and accomplished during the last thirty
years of her lifel All her works are published or posted in my Web page:
http://wordstaughtbythespirit.com. God gave me, in her person and her intense spiritual
personality, a perfect gift!

It is also true that we made a lot of mistakes, both of us! Most of them due to an
excessive zeal or to a lack of experience and discernment! Our common goal was unique: The
work of God, and the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior, Who tries our hearts
(1Thess.2:4), to Whom we shall give account and Who is ready to judge the gquick and
the dead (1Pet.4:5). We were, however, sure that He would deliver us from every evil
work, and would preserve us to his heavenly kingdom! (2Tim.4:18).
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A series of disguised benedictions: illness of my wife

My wife Xenia, when she was still young, fell seriously ill during the end of the years 50 and
at the beginning of years 60. This happened a year or so after our wedding! She had a heart
attack. One of the reasons was that three of our four parents deceased in less than a year. She
was bedridden for about 7 years approximately. Her health situation was constantly
worsening. There was nothing encouraging to the horizon except a number of precious
promises of the Word of God, which maintained us spiritually and physically alive: In the
multitude of our anxious thoughts within us His comforts were delighting our soul
(Ps.94:19). That is how we lived! The valor of her faith was incredible! She never expressed
complaints, never murmurings; she was never mad at God for her illness. On the contrary,
while she was still ill, she accepted the idea of death in order to do God’s will! This decision
was honored by God and He restored not only her health but He also gave her three beautiful
girls! This experience would be difficult to believe if it was described in detail!

The test of my wife’s illness was tough, very tough, but the peace, the joy, and the
love that God had placed in our hearts have made the hardships bearable. We were often
perplexed, not knowing the mystery of His will, but we knew well that it was He who had
gracious plans for us (Eph.1:9), and Who made all things to contribute for our good because
we loved Him sincerely (Rom.8:28). When | look back, my heart is filled with wonder
and gratitude for His blessings and for the path by which he has led us to. He taught us
for our own good! Then | began to cheer, as Joseph, the patriarch, that God had
increased us spiritually and materially in the ‘land of our affliction’ (Gen.41:52). God,
despite the tough trials that we went through, made us “... prisoners of hope” (Zech.9:12).

During the illness of my wife or rather during the last year of her illness, not being
able even to read the Bible, she asked me to do something so that she would not be bored
alone all day long in the hotel room where we lived. (We lived then at Tripoli where | worked
as an agronomist in the Directorate of Agriculture in the prefecture of Arcadia). It seemed to
me appropriate therefore to record the New Testament. For more information on what
followed after this first effort | will talk about it in more detail later.

FOURTH LANDMARK: In His service

Early after my new life in Christ, God spoke deep into my heart through the words, which
were addressed to Ezekiel 3:1b in a specific way which can neither be explained, nor
described: “... eat this roll, and go speak unto the house of Israel”. My spiritual progress
became soon manifest to the Christian communities.

The call to the work of God came for the first time ever and even suddenly when a
young American missionary asked me to cooperate with him in order to create a Bible
Institute. I refused because | had to leave my work at the Department of Agriculture and also
because that ministry “did not speak to my heart”. A few weeks later a Greek-American
pastor proposed to me to be the interpreter, on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings,
for an American pastor who was going to replace him, something that | accepted. After a
year, the new pastor left for the United States for almost a year and he charged me to assume
the responsibility of the church. After his return, the various churches of Athens began to
invite me as a speaker, having seen that the Holy Spirit had given me the gift of preacher and
teacher of the Bible. At the beginning, it appeared as if it was men who called me to the work
of God, just to help them, but later | understood that it was God who had entrusted it to me!
The churches assigned me the responsibility and the privilege to preach and teach the Word of
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God as one of the regular workers of the Free Evangelical Churches of Greece for more than
fifteen years.

Given that my spirit was always open to the Bible, and cooperative with various
“denominations”, a number of other Churches of different denominations, Pentecostal and
Presbyterian, wanted to use me as one of their speakers. During that period | saw people
converted and others being edified.

My spiritual ministry was interrupted abruptly in September 1976, when the
Government assigned me to Brussels, as the agricultural counselor to the Greek Permanent
Representation and gave me the status of a diplomat for the negotiations of the accession of
my country to the European Communities!

| consider it necessary to mention for the glory of God, what God did to me, in His
grace, in my professional career before my assignment to Brussels in September 1976! I
worked the first ten years of my professional life in the prefectures of Viotia, Preveza and
Arcadia. Wherever | went | evangelized young and old, highly placed people and the men on
the street. | became the target of priests, teachers and the police. In the city of Thebes | was
judged for ‘proselytism’ but was acquitted. A big dossier was, however, created against me in
the Central Service of the Ministry of Agriculture. What is strange and wonderful is that
despite all the so called evidence against me for ‘proselytizing’' I was sent to Italy and France
for postgraduate studies in_agricultural economics and regional development. God had
chosen for me the specialization which would prepare me for my future career!

Not long after my return | was transferred in the Central Service of the Ministry of
Agriculture and God made me, without any intervention on my part, one of the key men of
the Ministry of Agriculture for almost two decades: He made me head of the Agricultural
Policy and Investments Division and He added to my functions, indirectly, the International
Relations Division to collaborate with the International Organizations FAO, OECD, World
Bank (IBRD), etc. Later, | was elected WITHOUT MY KNOWING as one of the seven
NATO general consultants in the sector of Agriculture. Then irrespectively of my nomination
as a NATO consultant, | was transferred, almost by force, to Brussels, where | took active part
in the negotiations for the accession of my country to the European Communities for more
than five years. All these things that happened to me were not the result of my own efforts,
ambitions or political means. 1 never asked the help of politicians or other people in power! It
was simply the wind that God was breathing on my sails and made by little boat
advance...

During my five years stay in Brussels, | participated actively in the weekly prayer
hour in the context of the European Commission. During the same period, an American
brother in Christ offered me the New Testament in English in the form of floppy disks. This
“gift” ignited in my heart the ardent desire to do the same work in Greek for the entire Bible,
something that I achieved. (1 will refer to it further down in details.)

After the calm the storm

With the change of Government in 1981, when the Minister of Agriculture came to participate
in the first Council of Ministers of Agriculture, he visited me in my office and told me that
they were well informed that | was not in Brussels by political means. He wanted me,
however, to return to Athens in order to help them because of my experience and that he
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would give me the best Department. | thanked him and | asked, as it was legitimate and
reasonable, to return to Greece after two to three months so that | could vacate the house
according to the rules of the country where I lived and have the time to prepare to move to
Athens. In the meantime, my three daughters would have the time to finish their school year
in the European School. He found my request reasonable and legitimate and agreed.

Nevertheless, after a week, | received a letter by which | was ordered to return
immediately to Athens!!! How to vacate my apartment without any warning to my landlord,
what would happen to the guarantee I had paid for the apartment and above all, how to cut my
kids from their studies at the end of the school year? Then my wife turned to me and said:
“The Devil chases us away from here. Here we have to stay and here we will win!” This
word of faith touched my heart! Finally, our position led us to an unprecedented victory in all
areas.

| returned to Greece, because | had to, and my family stayed here in Brussels for our
children to continue their studies. We endured for three and a half years, me and my family, a
series of humiliating persecutions and an indescribable poverty. Too often my family had no
means to buy even plain bread! But here we won... The fighting spirit for the truth and the
spiritual discernment and perspicacity of my wife was really worthy of admiration!

Indeed, | was transferred to Athens and instead of giving me the post of a director, as
it should be done according to the promise of the Minister himself, | was assigned as Head of
Division of International Relations despite the fact that he knew well that | was not a member
of any political party! The Minister asked through one of my subordinates that the decisions
of my Division be taken according to a majority rule!!! I, as head of Division, should execute
the decisions taken by my collaborators, as if my Division was a Parliament. They had to
decide according to the majority rule in my stead! Of course, that was something that I could
not accept! He could not transform me into one of his pawns because | could see their lies and
their “iniquities”.

Despite their rage against me they sent me to Rome to claim the re-election of Greece
in the context of the FAO although Greece had not the right to be re-elected! My
intervention, which began with a verse from the Bible, very relevant to this international
convention, as well as the respectful and friendly relations that | had established with many of
the participants at this Convention during the previous years within the framework of the
international organizations, produced the desired result! My speech was applauded and
Greece was re-elected! So, the new Government could boast! Despite all this, the government
continued the harsh and humiliating persecutions for three and a half years. Toward the end of
this period, they wanted to send me to the borders of the northern Greece to make agro
economic studies! Finally, not being any longer able to work under this government for
reasons of Christian conscience and simple professional dignity, | decided to resign, even
with a reduced and devalued pension. It was then that | submitted my resignation and | came
back to Belgium to join my family.

God, however, was again good to me. On my return to Brussels, the Commission
offered me a temporary work. At the beginning as a consultant under contract and later as a
civil servant, because of their appreciation for me! Behind all this it was, in reality, God’s
favor! During the three and a half years that | remained in Greece, my salary was greatly
diminished because of the devaluation of the drachma and | was significantly in debt in order
to meet the needs of my family. Thanks to this temporary work in Brussels, | could pay back
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with a very great difficulty my private creditors and the capital that | owed to the bank. The
Bank — incredible but true —even sent me a letter by which they thanked me for my great
efforts for the reimbursement of my debt faithfully! By the same letter they released me
from the obligation to repay the interests which exceeded one hundred thousand Belgian
francs! God intervened in many other ways during this period that | do not judge necessary to
describe here.

Perhaps someone could say: What relationship is there between my spiritual testimony
and my professional adventures? And yet! It is in this way that the Lord acted in my life
and His name was glorified. His Name was sanctified in our hearts and was honored in
our environment!

Before closing the description of my professional adventures, there is one more point
that | consider absolutely necessary and wonderful to share with you for the glory of God.
One day, while I was walking in the street near my office in Brussels, | was thinking about the
imminent end of my temporary contract from the Service in which | worked. It would be
accompanied by a small indemnity and an unemployment allowance for two years, which
would mean again an economic deadlock for my family. The competent service of the
Commission had told me repeatedly that, though | have worked for 10 years, | was not
entitled to a pension because during the first five years | had not paid my dues. | lifted up my
eyes toward the sky and said to the Lord:

“Lord God, how can my family survive and where? If the Commission would only
give me a small pension, so as to add it to the reduced and devalued pension in Greece,
perhaps we could... But you know what you’re doing better! May Your will be done.”

A few months later, | prepared all the appropriate documents for the unemployment
fund and went to submit them to the competent Service. The officer started to examine them
in detail to see if everything was in order and exclaimed: “But you have the right to a
pension”. Then I turned to him and I said to him: “But have you not been telling me for more
than three years that I have no right?” He answered: “Yes, but I did not know that you are
over the age of 60 years! You are entitled to 10% of your salary before leaving the service...”
| took back my papers and went back to my office. From my eyes flowed constantly tears!
Tears not for the small pension of 10%, but tears of gratitude to my heavenly Father who
knew my need and had answered my prayer!

And if that was not enough, after a year, while | was getting two small pensions both
from the Commission and from Greece they suggested me, as | was a relatively high degree
civil servant, to ask for the fusion of my two small pensions. A year later, the fusion of my
Greek pension was approved by the Greek competent Service. | was called by the competent
service of the Commission in order to present me the economic terms of that fusion. The
competent official told me that if | accepted the fusion, my pension would be fixed
automatically to the maximum allowed, that is at 70% of my last salary to the Commission
and would be accompanied by a whole series of other privileges, retroactively for some of
them. When he announced all that, I was with my daughter Lydia, in order to have her
opinion. We watched each other stunned and silent! I asked the Commission official to repeat
for a second time that option! Then | replied that 1 would accept it... 1 remained mute of
surprise and admiration for the plans of God!
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When we got out of his office and while we were walking, | did not rub my hands for
the money that | was going to cash in, but I cried with sobs of gratitude to my heavenly Father
for his faithfulness... The Greek politicians had meant evil against me, but ‘God meant it
to good, to bring to pass’... (Gen.50:20). My “tomorrows”, as my “yesterday”, also
belong to Him and are secure. THAT IS WHY | MENTIONED MY PROFESSIONAL
ADVENTURES!

| have never put my hands to organize, to obtain goods and glory, although I always
rejoice when the good name accompanies my life and my testimony in Christ. 1 never loved
money. | worked with faithfulness and with patience wherever | went! 1 have loved the
truth, that is why | have been persecuted by certain politicians, by some churches and by
some religious associations although | had served with an extreme faithfulness! God closed
doors and God opened them! (Apo.3:8).

You are going to tell me that I am boasting... Yes! I am boasting! Yes, 1 am
glorifying with the deepest humility in the Lord: | never said that | saved myself, but that it
is HE who saved me. | never said that | have succeeded and have accomplished something in
my life, but it is HE who succeeded all for me. A lot of people told me and tell me that I am a
strong man, but | knew that | was and that | am a deeply a weak man, easy prey to clever
exploiters on account of my sentimental character. One day, my Lord told it to me, it is HE
who confirmed this to me that | have “little power”! Yes, but | am very strong with His
Word and His power. With His TRUTH! “Thus said the LORD, Let not the wise man glory
in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in
his riches: But let him that glories glory in this, that he understands and knows me, that |
am the LORD which exercise loving kindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth:
for in these things I delight, said the LORD” (Jer 9:24).

IF 1 ever wanted to brag personally for something, it would be that in the hours of
crisis 1 made good choices WITH HIS HELP AND ENCOURAGEMENT! Difficult and painful
decisions!

History and reasons for the creation of the Web page

Now, | would like to give you, in summary, the historical framework of my writings and the
reasons for the creation of my site. |1 was feeling strongly the need for its creation because
there were many people who were asking me if | had one. Others, because they appreciated
my works and loved me, urged me on several occasions and consistently to create one, both
for me, in order to stock up and save all my messages and studies and for the benefit of the
public. Here is, therefore, its historical background:

The genesis of the audio edition of the Bible:

As | have already mentioned earlier, my wife Xenia, when she was still young, got seriously
ill towards the end of the 50°s and the beginning of the 60’s, for about 6 or 7 years. Not being
able even to read, she asked me to do something so that she does not get bored all day long,
being alone, in the hotel room. (We stayed at that time in Tripoli, Southern Greece, where |
used to work as an agronomist at the Agriculture Department, in the district of Arcadia). |
judged, therefore, good to record the New Testament. Unfortunately, the recording was not of
good quality because it was recorded in a small and improper place of the hotel!

Later, when | was transferred to Athens, in the Central Service of the Ministry of
Agriculture, we stayed in a relatively quiet apartment. There, | started again the recording of
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the whole Bible of the Greek Bible Society (the Vamvas version). This work took about three
and a half years, with two hours of work every day at dawn before going to the office. It was
used exclusively by our family. As time went by, | found out that it was a very good
recording, almost professional. | wanted to put it out free to the public. In vain! There was no
response! In light of the impasse and of lack of interest I thought good to cooperate with an
American Publishing Company. There were, however, in that case a lot of obstacles and |
gave up the project. The audio recording remained, therefore, unused by the public. It was
used only by our family for several years. It was in the 90’s, after several trials and efforts, |
was able to convert the 10 reels of 1800 feet in 76 audio tapes, which would give a new breath
of life to this work... Unfortunately, this new effort remained without effects for several more
years.

The written version of the Bible:

In the meantime an American brother in Christ offered me towards the end of the ‘80s the
New Testament in English on floppy disks, as have already mentioned. This “gift” triggered
in me the strong desire to do the same work in Greek for the entire Bible. | went, therefore,
and bought from Budapest, Hungary, the OCR program for the Greek language (because only
there it could be found, those years) and | started the work of the conversion of the Holy
Bible, and in collaboration with the “Online Bible”, Canada. This work took overall about
four years. If | had not had the precious help of Athanasios Karabasis, the son of my friend
and brother in Christ, George Karabasis, that project could not be realized. | produced three
versions: The Polytoniki or Multiaccent (MGreek), the Monotoniki or Single Accent
(MGreekM) and the Without Accents (MGreekU). This work was limited to the written
versions of the Bible in Greek.

The CD----DVD audio versions of the Bible:
In 2003, during one of my travels to Thessalonica, to visit my childhood friend George and
his wife Sofia, | met Angelos Margaritis, the grandson of my friend George. Being informed
of my problem, or better of my strong desire to share this work free to everyone who might
be interested, he expressed his will to convert the 76 audio-cassettes into CD or better into
mp3 CD. He produced them at his own expenses and distributed them free by the hundreds!
Then, he converted them into DVD players. Later, he used the written version
Monotoniki in order to add to each written verse the corresponding verse from my recorded
version, and by adding to them a background of beautiful pictures transformed them into
slideshows. Chapter after chapter, verse after verse, and page after page all enumerated. In
almost all his efforts, he was helped by his uncle Athanasios Karabasis, who is an IT expert.
Finally, with endless hours of work, great efforts and under most difficult financial situations,
he produced on the basis of the slide shows the edition www.GodTube.gr (video). (This
version presents some slight sound problems at the end of a few chapters, which will be
corrected in due course). By God’s grace, he produced an excellent work and without any
payment from me. The mp3 CD’s and the two DVD’s for the entire Bible give the possibility
to hear, to see and enjoy beautiful pictures with the possibility to choose any of the books of
the Bible.

These Bible editions as well as certain other versions which were modified by
Sporeas.gr and Newlifedyou, based on my original recording, are already included in my web
site. Each of them has its own precious features. Everyone can find the differences
concerning their special functionalities which appear under the headings THE BIBLE IN
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GREEK and THE GREEK BIBLE IN VIDEO. What matters is that the Word of the Lord
may have free course and be glorified (2Thess.3:1)!

I am and will always be grateful to them! So, | have found that, after nearly forty (40)
years (1), the written version of the Bible combined with the audio version has also been
valued by other Christian organizations with some nice changes and very useful
presentations!

A lot of tears of joy and gratitude to God flowed from my eyes, when | saw that after
almost 40 years, these works have begun to contribute to the expansion of the Word of the
Lord through the Internet to the ends of the earth!!! Yes, to the ends of the earth! Heaven and
earth will pass away, but the words of the Lord Jesus Christ will never pass away
(Mat.24:35)!

Finally, 1 consider it necessary to add that the brother in Christ Costas Stergiou
included the Multiaccent version together with the Monotonic, which was already included in
the excellent site www.theWord.net where the Bible is offered free in many other languages!

A couple of words about my ministry through Internet

God has entrusted me with the sending of spiritual messages and studies. When the
Government sent me to Brussels in 1976, as the agricultural advisor for the accession of my
country to the European Communities, the intense spiritual ministry, that | had in Athens as a
lay preacher for several years, ceased. The only thing that | could do, in reality, was for me to
serve during 28 years in the distribution of the Bible in the context of The Gideons
International Association. The flame, however, that burned in me for the work of
evangelization of unbelievers and especially in the edification of believers was blocked. | was
in Belgium, in a hospitable country, but in a foreign country, and | was a stranger among
strangers! | was praying, therefore, waiting patiently to see other opportunities and especially
under the guidance of the Lord. God opened my eyes to see that my deep desire could be
realized by sending my spiritual messages and studies via the Internet. Some brothers helped
me at the beginning to find email addressees. God put the seal of His approval and the
positive responses arrive almost every day from my recipients who use this spiritual material
in several ways.

Finally, 1 would like to thank from the depth of my heart those who are running the
websites:
e www.GodTube.gr (formerly: www.ZontanoNero.gr),
e wWww.Sporeas.gr and
o www.Nikites.cu :
Angelos MARGARITIS, George ECONOMIDIS and George KANTARTZIS respectively,
for their faithful cooperation, encouragement as well as the wonderful improvements they
made, not only concerning the Bible, but also concerning the publication of all my spiritual
messages and studies as well for the books of my wife. | thank also all those who, during the
years, have worked faithfully and behind the scenes for the revision of my texts. God bless
them and bless His work for the salvation of souls and the edification of believers.

In closing, 1 would like to add that the whole thing is due to the power and grace of
God who gave his Son Jesus Christ for our sins and raised Him up for our justification. To
Him belongs ALL the Glory!
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EPILOGUE
Now, after so many years, as | turn my eyes into the past, in order to get a clear image of my
life and of my walk in Christ, | come to the following conclusions:

THE MOST PRECIOUS GIFT: Forgiveness and purification of my sins

The forgiveness of my sins and my purification from them — in the sense also of my
deliverance from them — are due to the precious blood of Jesus Christ who loved me and
offered Himself as an eternal sacrifice. He is the Alfa and the Omega of my salvation, because
| was unable to justify myself and much more to be set free from my weaknesses and
passions.

THE MOST GLORIOUS DEFEAT: My complete surrender to God

What has marked my life and for which | am really thankful to God is the act of obedience,
which He helped me to do by surrendering myself to Him, not only in words but also in
practice. He helped me to trust myself in Him as a Guarantor of my spiritual development. |
am more than convinced that if that choice to live always in a state of good conscience had
not taken place, |1 would be — spiritually speaking — a lamentable soul, having always the
feeling of living for myself and not for HIM, Who had redeemed me and to Whom |
completely belong.

THE ORIGIN OF ALL MY BLESSINGS: All is due to Christ: All I have, | am, | do and will
be...

| can boast of nothing. All that I have, all that I am and all | do are due to Him. I have
received everything from Him. The only thing | can boast of — if such an expression is
permitted to me — it is certain of my choices (Prov.4:23) as for example the fact that |
accepted what he proposed me and asked me to do: humble myself before Him, ask for his
forgiveness, surrender myself, etc. Even in my good choices it was He Who was helping me
for it is God who works in us both to will and to do of his good pleasure (Phil.2:13). I,
personally, deserved the cross and Hell. That was and is my value. My so-called justice
and/or holiness is but filthy rags (Isa.64:6)! What counts is the amazing mercy and grace of
God applied through the blood of Jesus Christ. | REPEAT: Everything is due to Christ: All |
have, all I have done and all I am, all I do and all I will be...

MY GREATEST LEADER: God’s Holy Spirit

During all the years that have gone by, the Lord has been teaching me for my profit and has

been leading me in the way | should go (Isa.48:17):

e When | was careful to his voice and obedient, He led me in the way that | should take, and
my profit was great: my peace was like a river and my boldness like the waves of the sea;
on the contrary,

e When | was not careful or obedient enough, He never stopped wanting to lead me in the
way I should have taken... and through which He is passing me now, again and again,
because | have not been able to learn the lesson that my heavenly Father was trying to
teach me in the past. HE INSISTS! HE does not want to leave His work incomplete!

THE BEST ORIENTATION POINT: Jesus Christ’s cross
Every time that occurred to me to lose my way or my courage, the only way I could ever find
it again was to turn my eyes back to the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the
world has been crucified and I to the world (Gal 6:14).
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Every time that my heart was troubled, the only way to find again my peace and be
delivered of my fears was to refresh into my heart the conviction of the perfect love of God
towards me, of his constant mercies and of his absolute power which guarantee protection and
security. “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he
not with him also freely give us all things?” (Rom.8:32) If God takes care of the birds of the
heaven, and sends rain to just and unjust people, how much more is He not going to take care
of me for whom He has given His life and has clothed me with Christ’s justice (Gal.3:27)! A
person that | love and appreciate very much told me: “’You have the faith’, that is why you
have been able to withstand your painful family afflictions and your heavy burdens”. | told
him: “I have not (I do not possess) the faith! I simply trust in Jesus Christ!”

THE SOURCE OF ALL MY BLESSINGS: God’s caring Sovereignty

All my life, up to date, has been a repetition of the following procedure. | have never been
able to seize the helm of my life and obtain what I desired to do by my own “intelligence” and
efforts (Jer.10:23). God was blowing on the sails of my little boat which was carried away
by the events of His divine Providence! He has given me what was good and profitable, but
different of what | imagined as well for me. He gave me, as a rule, more than | expected and
desired — without efforts from my part. | cannot boast of the blessings that | have received and
that I enjoy. HE holds the keys of my lifel When HE opens the door nobody can close it, and
when HE closes it all my efforts are vain and nobody can help me or save me (Rev.3:8).

EVALUATION OF MY LIFE AND OF MY MINISTRY

In closing, | want to emphasize the mercy of God, which removed my sin and the grace of
God which added my salvation. In addition, He gave me spiritual gifts and His favor that
accompanied and accompanies my life, just as he does in the life of every true Christian.

Everything I did and everything I am are due to Jesus Christ’s love and to His amazing
grace! The fact that He has consented to write my name in the book of life constitutes the
most precious gift God has given me. This is the reason why | have never repented of my
choice to follow my Savior Jesus Christ, my Lord and my God. God has consented to write
my name in His Book not because of my good works, but because | have believed in Jesus
Christ sincerely, 1 have loved Him sincerely and | have followed Him faithfully (John
6:47).

If my life and my ministry have been fruitful, this does not belong to me or to my
relatives to judge, but to the Lord. What counts is that | have always followed Jesus Christ
with love with all my heart, sincerely and faithfully. If He says to me, “It is, well, good and
faithful servant...” that would be my ultimate reward! This would also mean that as a useless
servant, | have done everything that | have been ordered!

John BALTATZIS
baltatzis@skynet.be
jean.baltatzis@gmail.com
http://wordstaughtbythespirit.com.
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